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TOTHE READER. 


Anie and dangerous points(good Reader) of 
vnnaturall & treaſonable practiſes of Scot- 
tiſh Papiſts,or (as they will needes bee ſtyled) 
Catholick Romanes againſt God, his Church, 
their natine Countrie, and the Kings Ma- 
teſties eſtate and perſon, being diſcouered by Gods great & 
merciful proutdence,partly by. the depoſutions and confeſii- 
ons of ſome of the practiſers themſelues, & namely, Maſter 
George Ker, who for that cauſe was impriſoned ; and Da- 
uid Grahame of Fentrie iuſtly executed for the ſame alſo, 
in Edenburgh,the 15. of Februarie. 1592. and partly by 
diners letters of ſundrie of the practiſers, intertepted at di- 
vers times. It was thought good, by the kings Mageſtie &. his 

honourable Counſallth, 
ſaid depoſitions, ſhould bee faithfully taken out of the origi- 
nals, which were depoſed and confeſſed by the ſaide Maſter 
George, and Dauid Grahame of Fentrie,before the hono- 
rable perſons deputed by the kings Mageſtie, & his highneſſe 
— that effect, & ſubſeribed with their owne hands, 
and for the greater eaſe of the memorir of the Reader ſhould 
be — gathered into this forme following u luch other 
wiſe were ſcattered heere and ther in their depeſutions, ac- 
cording to the occaſion of the ciuers demands at diners dyats; 
for the readier taking vp whereof, the times of the depoſi- 
tones and perſons * ſeuerally and coniunttly as the 
: 4.2. matter 


at the moſt ſubſtamtiall pornts of the 


TO THE READER. 


matter craueth ſhould bee ſet downe in marginal quotati- 
ons : As alſo, that ſome of the moſt remarkable letters of 
the prattiſers,ſhould bee ioyned heereunto word by word, 
which were intercepted with Maſter George Ker,and the 
reſt decyphered and tranſlated as after ſhall appeare, and ſo 
the whole together to bee imprinted ,and ſet foorth unto the 
view of the world, to the glorie of Gods Mapeſtie (the one- 
by reuealer of theſe ſecrets ) to the comfort and edification 
of his Church,and the * detection and ſhame of the 
vnnaturall enemie. All which things are ſo faithfully done 
in this volume following, that no man how impudent ſocuer 
bee bee, can inſtly challenge it with any falſefieng, forgeing, 
or changeing one thing for another, to the wreſting of > 
i oſitions in any the leaſt ſubſtantiall part thereof, 
as by — this extract᷑ with the firſt records, which 
are in the clarks hands,moſt enidently ſhall appeare, i 4g) liſt 
to looke vpon them. Thou art therefore (good Reader)preat- 
ly to conſider the goodnes of our God inthis caſe. ſo watchfull 
euer his Church for the good & ſafetie therof,by diſcouering 
ſuch deepe & dangerous pradtiſes of the deadly enemie, euen 
then, when as we thinking nothing leſſc, are readie to be ſur- 
priſed ly their cloſe courſes ſo cunningly & craftely conneied, 
as we may well ſay with the Prophet, our ſoule is eſcaped, euen 
45 a bird out of the ſnare of the Fowlers &c. As alſo thou art 
to be wakened vp, to the earneſt conſuleration of the diligence 
force & crueltie of our enemies(which yet is nothing abated, 
but more eager preſently then euer heeretofore, to atchieue 
their deuiliſh intent) & no wates to truſt them or be ſecure, 
as though they were ſleeping and minding no danger to vs, 
while in the meane time, ſo deepely & deadly they conſpire 
within &. without with ſo great force & craft againſt our 
Religion, 


TOTHE READER, 
Religions, lands & lines that they dare be bold in their pride 
to 7 re the = of no reſiſtance heere to their crucll 
exterpriſe, as by their owne braggins words heereafter in 
their Letters euidentiy ſhall appeere : ea, all kindly natiue 
Scottiſh men, and true louers of the Chriſtian religion, ought 

ſpedilie & ſubſtatially to concar to the withſtading & oner- 
throwing of this our comon enemie,within our own bowels, 
whoſe vnnaturalucs, bar haritie & hie attept, can be match- 
ed with noexample domeſticke or forraine that wee read off. 

IWhether we conſider the cruell barharouſnes of the Spaniards 
to whom they haue ſold their country &. and people(whereof 
let the monument written by one of their own Friers againſt 
the Spaniſh crueltie,beſude experience whereuer they are ma- 

fters be witnes)or whether we conſider their moſt deceitfull 

dealing, couering their moſt bloody purpoſes with cloak of moſt 
ten friendſhip,which moſt 400 they haue counterfit by 
ſubſeriptid to the true Religion, h hearing of the word prea- 
ched, und common profeſiion therof with vs, and participation 
of the Sacraments, by bandes, finally aff mities,vathes,and all 
atteſtations and lawes ſacred and humane that might ſeeme 
to procure crelite amongſt men, and many other things to 
bee enlarged in time and place, as mens calling in Church 
and pollicie cranes : Conſider and conſider againe (good 

Reader ) what ſhould bee the eſtate of all honeſt and Godly 
men,their wines and daughters, the eſtate of the Church, 
common weale and Printe yea and of the miſerable wretches 
themſclues, if their purpoſe to make the Spaniard our mu- 

fter (for no mans ſcruant nor fellow will that proud beaſt 
be) ſhould take effet# :0 Miſert »,miſerie miſerie unſpeakea- 
ble,eſpecially to themſelues, if Seir wofull purpoſe ſucceede 
to their minde and far proceeded practiſes. 

A ig IWherfore 


TO THEREADER. 


Wherefore yet qgaine, it is hie time and more, thut all good 
men and louers of their natiue countrie be wakened vp to 
true repentance to the Lord,who ſo heauily threatneth and 
in a part already ſtrileth: and toa diligent and ſubſtantiall 
concurring euery one according to his calling and place, both 
in land and burgh, to withſtand theſe deſperate attempts 
before they paſſe remedie, ind timely to prevent the farther 
danger by aſciſting the execution of 1 vpon the reſt of 

the detected traitors without reſpect of perſonc, that 
ſo we labouring to take euill out of 1ſraell,the 
Lord who het] ſo notably begun the work, 
may bring it to an happie end, to his 
glory and our comfortes, 
through Chrift our 
Lord. Amen. 
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A DISCOVERIE OF THE VN. 
NATVRAL AND TRAITEROVS 
practiſes of the Scottiſh Papiſts, againſt 
God,his Church, their nate countric,and 
the Kings Matieſties perſon 
and eſtate, 


] Y the Confeſſions and depoſitions of Ma- The depo. ot 

ſter George Ker, and Dauid Grahame of M. George KY 

Fencrie. Jt is diſtouered, That in March, 2 . & 6. of 

1591. Paiſter Willam Creichtoun (who Feb.159%. i 

bad remained two peres befoze in Spam) | 
— dent to Paiſter lames Gordoun, Jeſuit, vn⸗ 1 

kle to George now Earle of Huntlie, a gentleman called | 

Maiſter William Gordoun, ſonne to the Lo2d of Abirzeldie 

with letters, to let the Catholikes here vnderſtand, what 

trauell Paiſter William Creichtoun had taken with the king 

of Spaine ſince his comming there: And that the ſayd king 

had opened to him, that he had bene deceaued by Engliſh- 

men, and would from that time fo2th, embzace the adnice 

and wap, which the ſaid Paiſter William would ſhew him, 

both foz innading of England, and alteration of Religion 

within this Realms. And foz that purpoſe, the ſaid Paiſter 

Willum craned by this Gentleman, to be ſent to him ſo ma⸗ 

ny blanks and pꝛocurations, as could be had of noble men 

beere,fv2 the aſſurante of his traffique. 

Upon the ſight g receit of the which blanks,ſent with ſome TH. depo. 
other diſcreet Gentleman, hauing the Noble mens tommiſ / M George 
ſion, to be filled vp with ſuch cõditions, as ſhould be capitn- 3- * .of 7 
lat and agreed vpon, betwirt the king of Spaine, and _— Fed. 1: 
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e depo. of Wilham Creichtoun, which ſhould haue ſeruid as pledges, : 
wd Graham ſuerties fo2 the ſubſcriueris part, at the landing here of the 
_ ne Spaniſh Armie. Jt was cocludid that ther ſhould haue bene 
of Fe9.1592 rent out of Spainc,about the latter end of the ſpꝛing in this 
den of pꝛeſent pre 1592. An Armie of thirtie thouſand men to 
Georoe Ker Jane landed either at Kirkcudbricht,o2 at þ menth of Clyde, 
ot Feb.1592 Acco2ding to the oppoꝛtunitie of the wind, wher they ſhovld 
haue intrentched, & fo:tified themſelues,fo2 the aſſurance of 
them and their ſhippes. 

And firſt of all, money ſhould haue bene ſent to the Ca⸗ 
tholikes hare. fo2 raiſing of foꝛcts to ſupply the ſaid Armie; 
Uhcrof,foure 02 fine thouſand ſhoald haue remained with⸗ 
in this Coũtrie, who with the fo:tification, + aſſiſtance ef the 
Noble men,Catholikes,their friends, & ſach other fo:ces,as 
the Spaniſh monep would raiſe, ſhould haue immediatcly 

eDepo.of after their landing, begun to alter their religiõ, pꝛeſently pꝛo⸗ 
— 13. of feſt within this Kealme, oz at leaſt pꝛocured libertie of coſci- 

— ,c ente. and Papiſtrie to haue bene ert qed here: And the reſt of 
Geo, Ker, the Armie ſhould haue paſt toward England the nereſt wap, 
deb. 1592, from their landing to the bozdour. 

Their letters ſent from Paiſter William Creichtoun, be- 
ing concredit by Maiſter Iames Gordoun, to Baiffer Robert 
e Depo. of Abrecrumby, were ſhewen by him to Dauid Grahame of Fen- 
| — trie at Abirnethie, in Apꝛill 1 592. 

Is And foꝛ effectuating of this matter, it was thought moſk 
Depo. of tonuenient, that fir lames Cheſholme, who was then one of 
ud Graham his Maieſties Paiſter houſhaldis,ſhonld haue gone to Spain, 
Fentrie, the with this COmilſion,in reſpect he was otherwiſe bound, to⸗ 
of Feb. 139 wards his vnckle aſter Willpm Cheſholme (called Biſhop 
of Dumblane) Fo2 fir James had the firſt credit of this erano 
with the Noble men, as hie declared to Dauid Grahame of 

Fentrie, that he had dealt with the Earles of Hunclie; and 
Errol, and conferred with Maiſter George Ker, anent this 
turne, about þ time of the laſt Partiament, holden in Edm- 
burgh,in June 1592. as alſo, infercommuned againe in his 
owne houſe, with the ſame Maſter George in October 1592. 
touching the whole heidis of this diſpatch. But fir * 

no 
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not being able to be ſo ſone readie,and Maiſter George Ker THe Depo. e 
being bownit of the toũtrie, it was thought beſt,that p ſame —— | 
Comiſſion ſhould be giuen to him,+that he ſhould bndertake *©* 157+ | 
the carrying of the ſaid letters: And ſo he was imployed 
in that errand,the rather, becauſe both his Guddames were 
Creichrouns, 

Therfo2e, Paiſter George being bound to this Jo2nep, 
and readie to make ſail out of the Fairly Raid at the Weff 
ſep bank, vpon the 27. of December. I 592. Then (by gods 
pꝛouidẽce) the ſaid Paiſter George was appꝛehendid in the 
Ile of Cumray,+ with him ther was interceptid ſund2p miſ⸗ 
ſine Letters directed to this purpoſe. Amongſt which, there 
was ſome blancks,wherof one is ſubſcribed, 


De voſtre Majeſtie tres humble 
& treſobeſant ſeruiteur Guil- 
lalme compte de Anguſi. 


An other blanck is lubſcribed. 


De voſtre Majeſtie, tres humble, 
& treſobeſant ſeruiteur, Fran- 


coys compte de Frroll. 


And their two blanks were both pꝛocured of them, by fir The depo;of 
James Cheſholme, in their owne lodgings in Edinburgh, at — | 
the time of the laſt Parliament in Iune. 1 592, 2 


An other blanck is ſubſcribed, 
Cuilielmus Anguſie Comes, 
An other blanck is ſubſcribed. 
Which were both pꝛotured of them by Paiſfer Robert — a 
Abwrerumby, who was the chiefeſt traueller in that matter, Feb. 142. 
in Oaober. 1592. The Depo.of 
: eorge K 


* 
15 3-Fev. 1532. 
An ö 
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An other blank is ſubſcribed, 


And one other is ſabſcribed, 


Georgius Comes de Huntlie, 
Georgius Comes de Hantke 


e depo. of Thich were both with the whole blanks pꝛoponed, firſt 

Tn i Ker to the Eale of Huntlie, by aiſter George Ker in Scrathbogy, 

*r Feb. 159 at his paſſing their. 

ke Deo of Wbich fir ſeueral blanks befoze ſpecified,hould haue bene 
Geo, Ker, All filled with miſſiue Letters, by the aduiſe of Paſter Wil- 

Feb. 1592. ham Creichtoun. 

Depo.of And the other two blanks, maketh out the number of 


1 eight, were both ſubſcribed in the midſt of two open thꝛou⸗ 


chis of Paper in this maner. 
Guillielmus Anguſsie Comes. 
| Georgius Comes de 
Huntlie. 
Franciſcus Errollie Comes. 


Patricius Gordoun de Auchindoun 
Mules. J 


depo.of —_UUhich two laſt blanks, were firſt ſubfrribed by the Erle 
G. Ker 3. of Huntlie, and Patrike Gordoun in Octobet. 1592. And 
Feb. 155. therafter being ſent with Maiſter Robert Abircrumby, to the 
Erlis of Angus, and Errol, were ſubſcribed by them in the 
ſame month of October. 1592. And their two blanks ſhonld 
haue ben filled vp with pꝛoturatons, and whatſoeuer ſhould 
haue ben thonght met. by 8 ſaid Baiſter Wilham Creichton, 
fo2 the abowance of that which Paiſter George Ker had in 
_— direction and credit of the ſubſcribers, which credit her recea- 
— re , ved from the Earle of Huntlie. by the repoʒt of Paiſter lames 
*** Gordo!in,and fromthe Carle ef Angus and Errol,by them⸗ 
ſelues in Edinburgh, in the begining of October 1592. 
And the ſumme of this his credit. was an aſſurance, that 
teir Noble men ſhould raiſe a power of Yozſmen, e mecte Þ - 
Spaniſh 
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Spaniſh Armie at their landing, and recipꝛokly to aſſiſt, ac- The Depo 
companie, t connop them in their paſſing to England, by all 1G. Ker: 4 
the fo:ces they could pꝛoture bpon the King of Spaines char: ? an 
ges: And their Noble men ſubſcribers, take the burdin on Tone 1 
them, and interponit their bands, fo2 the concurrance of the 
whole Catholikes of <cocland in this cauſe, f thought it met 
amongſt themſelues foz the better ſecrecte; that none other 
ſhould be craued to binde foz this crrand,but they th2ee. 
With their eight blanks ſabſcribed,as is ſaid, ther was in- 
tercepted ſtamps in war;of the Erle of Angus ſeale of Armes 
ſir; of the Erle of Huneleis ſcale of Armes foure; and of the 
Erle of Errollis ſeale of Armes thꝛæ. N 
Dauid Grahame of Fentrie deponed, that he met ſandzie . 4 f 
times ſince this purpoſc was in hand, with Maſter Robert A- — 30 | 
bircrumby,as namelp, that the firſt knowledge he had of this Feb, 1352 
purpoſe, was by the ſaid aſter Robert in Dunfermhng: and | 
thcrafter in the Caſtle of Striuiling- befoze Pailfer George The Depo. o 
Ker, his pꝛepar ation to his Joꝛnap, where Paiſter Robe, * the 
ſhewed dim, that this Commiſſion was to be giuen to þ ſapd ** ©} 
Paiſtcr George,fo cans fill the blanks, with Maiſter W1lli- 
am Creichtouns auiſe, and that he was to deliner the ſame 
blanks, with the other letters to him, who was to depart and 
carrie with him all this meſlage. 
Like as the ſaid blanks and Letters, which were pꝛocu⸗ 
red fo2 that errand, were all deliuered by Maiſter lames Gor. 
doung and aiſter Robert Abircrumby, to Paiſter George 
Ker, to be carried by him to Maiſter William Creichtoun Je- 
ſniſt: And fo be filled vp at the diſcretion and direction of the 
ſaid Paiſter Vim, and of Maiſter James Tyrie, who was 
beſt acquainted with the affaires there. | 


B ij FOR 


—— 
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FOR THE VNDERSTANDING OF THE 
borrowed and counterfait Names, that occurris in the Let- 
ters following, (good Reader) thou ſhalt finde them in- 
terpreted on the margent, vvhere they are pointed out by 
this marke, + vvhich interpretations are contained in the 
originall depoſitions of the practiſars, and in ſome of their 
intercepted Letters. 


¶ Letter dinaſted from an Engliſh Teſuit, and intercepted 
with AMA. George Ker, he 27. of December. 1 592. 


Dod Father, the incloſed to my Lozd, J pꝛap pou read, 

e take it as w2itfen to pour ſelfe: what J wit to him, 4 

wꝛit to you;what J craneofhim,J craue of pou;what J hope 
of him, J hope of youzas of my Patron t Pedagog in ſpritu- 
alibus; as of a man, whole diſcretion and moderation 3 haue 
well crperimented, in all caſes and at all times. Ik Jhad ſo 
far ouerlaſhed, and gone beſide my compaſſe,as ſome god fel- 
lowes would imegin, pet J wonder,that ſome god men, both 
in their owne conteits, and other meanis ſpirituall, will ads 
mit no excuſe, no ſatisfacion,nopurgation: when Saint Paul 
fo the Galathians, Jn moſt euident delictes ſetteth down this 
rule amongſt the perfect and ſpirituall: Fratres et ſi præòccu- 
patus fuerit homo in aliquo delicto, vos qui ſpirituales, eſtis hu- 
juſmodi inſtruite in ſpiritu lenitatis, conſiderans teipſum, ne & 
tu tenteris. If J had ſpoken with pou at my laſt being in 
Jealie, as J well hoped, J had perhaps made a better con⸗ 
cluſion of mp buſineſſe there, than J did to my owne cons 
tent, and all my friends ſatisfaction, which hope, fo2 all theſe 
fozmes, J will neuer giue oner, and when J leane by pour 
meanes to be bnder the god habering, J will w2ite to pou of 
that ſubied. The Lozd Sey toun, in whoſe houſe J 8 
es, 
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times, ſalutes vou. Ol the affaires of the Catholikes here, 1 
leaue it to them to wꝛite and relate, by whoſe meanes theſe 
letters ſhould be conuaied. Pp Loꝛd Seyton, hath an hauen of 
bis own, which map be hereafter very commodious foꝛ our 
Piſſiones. Commend me J pꝛay pou to F. Brath. Pere, &c 
Maiſter Dudley ll per Anight, and lohn T hules, which vpon 
ſome ſudden puſhes of perſetution, made their repaire hether, 
are in health g ſalute you. And maſter Syall a Pꝛieſt died here 
lately in Edenburgh. Loue me and p2ap fo2 me, J beſ&ch you 
all, ſolito. And if pon ſende any into theſe partes, let them 
come furniſhed with as ampell faculties as you map: Let 
them inquire foz one, M. Ionas, which will ber a token 
betwene vs. Dur Lo2d bleſſe and ſend bs to mite once 03 
we die. Seytoun this 2. of October. 1592. 


Yours euer moſt aſſured, 


Ioan Cecilio. 
Blank on the back. 


A letter directed from the Earle of Angus, all written and 
ſubcribed with his own hand gntercepted with M.George 
Ker, the 2.7 of December.1592. | 


P moll affectioned Commendations permitted this 
pꝛeſent is onely to know of pour welfare and friends, 
and of the eſtate of matters where pou remaine, and to bee a 
teſtimonie of my god affection towardes pon, fo2 god be pꝛai⸗ 
ſed if pon were in this Countrie,J could do you greater pleas 
ſure, then J was able to do befoze, albeit god will lacketh not 


at no tune as you know. The pꝛeſent bearer can infozme you ,, Geor Ker 


of ſuch things as occurs with vs:fo2 we are heere daylie ſub⸗ 
tect to alteration. Vt may credet him as my ſelfe ,fo2 ſo his 
vertues do merite. It is not needfull 3 trouble pou with bis 
recommendations, ſceing hee is to pon that hee is, you know 
his honeſtie and god intention, and the caufes of his parting, 
to whoſe ſufficiencie refering the reſt. y harty ſalutation and 
mp, 


—— — 
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my bedfcllowes,with all our companie pong 4 ould remem ” 
bꝛed vnto pou and pour god compante:Commits pou. with 
them to the pꝛotecion of God, Edinburgh the tenth of Dao» 
ber after our account. 1592, 


Yours euer at Power 
Anonſs, 
O 


o M. Willis Blank on the back, 
hricicuton. 


A Letter directed from M. Iumes Gordoun, to M. Il illiam 
Chreichtoun, intercepted with M,George Ker. the 27, of 
December. 1592. 


Ruſtic friend, after moſf hartie commendafions, pour 
friends that are here,hath directed this pꝛeſent bearer to 
pou,fo2 full reſolution of all your affaires in this quarters, we 
haue delayed ouer long J grant. but he will ſhew pou the cauſe 
of all. The next beſt is,ye bſe all expedition in time comming, 
againſt the next Sommer:otherwiſe you will lerſe credit here 
with pour factours.Jf p come pe will find moze friends noz 
euer pe had, but otherwiſe ye will find fewer: becauſe the next 
ſommer manp are bound to other conntries,+ will not abide 
on pon no longer. Haſt homehere ſome woꝛd to pour friends, 
that we map put them in god hope of you. and they will ta⸗ 
rie the longer. The bearer is an honeff man, very ſufficient, 
pe map credit him as my ſcife.J ſhould haue come with him 
my ſelle, were it not J was perſwaded that pe would remain 
Jativeto on our anſ were, and becauſe J got one ſfop out of Flanders, 
Blanks. As the bearer tan ſhew pou, ye haue gotten all that pe deſired, 
therefoze make haſt. The bearer is come fo pon on his owns 
charge:therefoze pe muſt haue reſpect to him. The laſt bearer 
that pe ſent, came herre behind the hand, and hath gotten no 
ſatisfaction as pet, becauſe nothing tould be gotten harre, we 
could find no man but this, that wold paſſe on his own charge: 
and 


George Ker 
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and JI feare, that if het had not come on his owne expentes, ve 
ſhould not haue reteiued ani were ſo ſone: therefoze pe ſhould 
vſe him the better. Me loke foꝛ pou here ſhoztly, 4 J would 
pee bꝛoughi the reit of your friends with pou, that are beyond 
ſca : ; fo2 if your block paſſeth fozward, they mult be alſo pꝛe⸗ — Spaniſh | 
ſcnt,otherwiſe we maſt come and viſite pou, All other affaires | 
of this conntrie.J will commit to the bearer, who is faithfull, T5. Cacholik 
Pour wife and pour childzen + commends them to vou, and gomanes and 
hopes to ſ& vou ſhoꝛtly. It J 02 Sande ſoun + pour freind re- their confed 
teiues any ſiluer from the bearer, pee ſhall be aduertiſed by an dates. 
other ticket hom much it is, x ſubſcribed with both our hands. — obere 
Che reſt J will refer to the bearer, God pꝛeſerue pou euer — ö 
from all euill. At Dundie the 20. of Nouember. 1592. | 


Yours moſt affectioned ,, 
X ames 
atall his power — 
; I. Chriſteſoun. + M. Winam 
Direc on the back Chreichtoun⸗ 
Co his aſſured Friend, George Craufurd, 


A Letter directed from M. Robert Abircrumby,to M.IVil- 
liam Creichtoun intercepted with M. George K er, the 27 
of December. 1592. 


Fter my due and humble ſalutations and offer of ſeruite, 

J grieve and lament heauely the ſlouth, and negligence 

pour Marchants hath vſed in anſ wering ol pour laſt ſuite, pee 
pꝛeponed to them. Fo2 aſſuredly if they had made anſ were in 
due time, our wares had ben here in due time, with our great 
p:ofit and conſolation. The ſtay and ſtop of the matter aſſus | 
redly was lacke of expenſes, that no man would of his owne | 
charges, take the votage in hand: Yea ſome craned a thouſand 
crownes fo2 his erpenſes. So the matter was nere wholie 
giuen oner # almoſt cleane foꝛgot, vntill it pleaſed God of his 
diuine pꝛouidence to ſtirre bp this bearer, to take the turne in 
hand 


— — 
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hand on his owne erpencis : As he has bene cuer bent in that 

cauſe, not oncly to ſpend his gods, but allo the thing that is 

moꝛe deare to him, that is, his lite: thcrefo:e J thinke he ſhould 

bee the moze acceptable,as alſo fo2 the affinitic of blod,to2 both 

his guddames was Creichtones: And as fo; wit and abilitie, 

of treating of their affaires,he is not inferiour to none of pour 
Marchants which pe deſired, as pe will perſeue by experience 

God willing. And albeit that he of his couragious liberalitie 2 

zeal to the cauſe,hath tane the matter in hand on his own char⸗ 

ges, pet all pour friends in theſe quarters, thinks it very rea⸗ 
ſonable, that all ſhould be refounded to him again, Cum V ſur, 

with pꝛomotion, till any other accident ſhould fall ent,foz the 

weill and furtherance of this cauſe,4c. But nowe J will lay 

one woꝛd ofhim,+ ſo come to ſome other purpoſe of our 8wne. 

chperbo= It J had one thouſand tongues, with as many mouthes,with 
al and ridi- Cicerois eloquence, A cannot be woꝛthie inough in commens 
| = don ot dation of this Gentleman to pon & all pour companie:as J 
L.Gcor. Ker, (hall let you vnderſtand god willing, if euer we ſhall chance to 
miete face fo2 face. And therfoze whenſoeuer pe may pꝛeuent 

him with any benefit either by pour ſelfe o2 any othcr.Abide 
not while he craue it of pou : fo2 he is the wozſt aſker in his 
owne cauſe, that ener ye conuerſt with. Sed nunc ad alia. It 
ve be richt remembzed,at your departing out of this,ye& gaue 
Maſter lames Makcartnay an p2ocurato2y, to intromet with 
Maiſter Alexander Homes little lening,he hath here in Caſt 
Lowrtrhiane,the which he pleded and obtained in law, and toke 
bp peerely rents thereof to his owne behofe,+ giues vs none 
of it. In this meane time, there fals out ſuch commers touch⸗ 
ing that land, that we are able to loſe the hail wair firſt. The 
ſaid maſter Alexanders nereſt friendes and aires , hath in 
Judgement p2oued him to bee dead, and ſo enters aires to 
him. By this the Loꝛd of Spot, his onerlo2d is fozfaited,and 
ſo the land wairdis, ſo that wee are like to lieſe all, if res 
medie benot found. Wherefoze, falling in conſultation with 
he writs in- MAIECT Alexander King, he thought beſt to ſell the land tohim, 
ercepted with and we to bſe the ſiluer on a moze ſure manner, ot᷑ the which 
ke reſt area ye ſhall receine ſome wzitings+ from this bearer, the * ye 
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wil vnderſlad better no2 J.Onelp J think if foꝛme of means 
be not vſcd, we ſhall loſe all. better it is to haue ſome thing 
then loſe all. As toy pꝛite ſet pe it down,fo2 he has mẽtioned 
none as pet; but he will giue as much as any other, betauſe 
as he ſaies, he has ſome land iopning to it. J pꝛap pou foz 
an haſtie anſwere of this. J doubt not but pe haue heard 
how the pong men, whoſe father was Caine by the Loꝛd of 
Ruthvenis flew him againe, whoſe Ladie is married lo one 
James Reid, Cainnay is come in the Conſtables hands; and 
pour Nenie ts pꝛiuie of it, and that by the meanes J frow,of 
Abraham pour bꝛother: but pour Maich is little better noz 
beggand. Drumk1i)bois dead, and T homas T yrie is tutonr. 3 
pꝛay pou advertiſe me by what mancr, Maiſter Steum Wi- 
ſoun is comde by mp Lo2d Leuingſtonis obligation, the which 
pe had of the ſourtie Crownes his L. was owing you: Foz 
aiſter Steuin has gotten away y fo2tie cro nes, rendering 
the Obligation which ye had: J durſt neuer make mencion 
of the hundzeth crownes from the father, and foꝛtie crownes 
from the ſonne, which pe left m& powꝛe to receue: 5c. My L, 
Leuingſtone, is departed of this wozld. Pe heard be loze, that 
Dauid Forreſter, had a ſonne, and noi has an other bozne 
in the Caſtell of Striueling, wher he is in ward hardly hand- 
led. Ther is but one of cur Pobilitie hare,which has of the 
B. of Spainc,a penſion well paid of twelue hundzeth crowns, 
The which apparantly are ill beſfowed: Fo2 he no2 none of 
his as pet, has neuer done anp kinde of god in the pꝛomo⸗ 
tion of the Kings matters: wherfoze ſuch penſions were bet⸗ 
ter beſtowed on others which trauailes daiſy 4 hourelp, put⸗ 
ting in haſard both their gods and lines, as this bearer hag 
done and daply doth :e wheras, as he can ſhew pen 4c. Be⸗ 
canſe haue no other thing to wꝛite, haue ben long enough, 
J commend mee to pour pꝛaiers, and you fo God. At Scot- 
land the 15. of December, 1592, 
Yours at his power 
Nebert Sand cſeun. 
Direct on the hack. 

Co his truſtie friend, George Cravturd, 

C A LET- 
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A LETTER DIRECTED TO THE KING OF 
Spaine, by three Noble-men of Scotland, vvhereof, two 
hath ſince returned to the 22 and defence of the 

u 


trueth, by their Athis and ſubſcriptiouns, vvherefore their 
names are ſuppreſſed, the third his Name expreſſed, (to 
wit, the Earle of Huntlie,) becauſe he continues as yet in 
his former vvicked courſe. This Letter written by them in 
the name of the Catholike Noble-men of Scotland, cy- 

herid in French, vvas intercepted in Ianuarie, 1589, 
ately before the tyme of the Raid of the Brig of Die, ther- 
after was decyphered word by vvord, and tranſlatid in Scot- 
tiſh as followes. 


One tue tannot ſufficiently expꝛeſſe by ſpeach, the great re⸗ 
gard we haue conceaued, being fruſtrate of the help wer 
haue ſo long had to ſe& this pere paſt, p deſired affects fall out 
which we attendid of pour Paieſties pzeparations. And our 
diſpleaſure hath bene ſo much p greater, that pour Armie Na- 
nail ſhoald haue paſſed by ſo niere bs, vnuiſiting vs, who er- 
pected the ſame with ſufficient fo2ces fo2 the peaceable recept 
and aſſiſting thereof, againſt all enemies, in ſuch ſozt,that it 
Gould haue had no reſiſtance in this Countrie, and with 
nur ſuppoꝛt ſhould have giuen aneuch ado to England At 
leaſt, if it had commit h&re to refreſh it, it had pꝛeſerued a 
number of Ucſchels and men, which we know haue peri⸗ 
ſhed ne&re our Jlis, and vpon the coff of Ireland. And had 
difcourred an incredible number of Friends, in full redineſſe 
to haue runne the ſame foztoun with it, in ſuch ſozt, as we 
dare well affirme, it ſhonld not haue found halfe ſo many 
in England, foz all that is ſpoken by the Engliſh Catholikes 
refaged there, who bp emulation, oꝛ rather by any vnchoiſti- 
an enimie extennatis oner farre our meanis to aide pou, fo 
mapniſte their owne onelp, and make themſelues to be eſter⸗ 
uiid able to doe all, to aduance themlſelues thereby, in — 
i 
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with pour maieſtp,+ ſuch as are about pou:but the experience 
of this per paſt, hath ſufficiently teſtified, they haue not ſhown 
themſelues in ſuch number to aſſiſt your ſozces as we haue 
done. And thcrfoze your Maieſtie, as moſt wiſe, as pe are,ſhall 
if it pleaſe pou, make ſuch account of the one, as pe neglect not 
the other, and lo ſerue pon with them both to the end pe pꝛe⸗ 
tend, without hazarding pour fozces fo2 the particular of the 
one oꝛ the other Me remit to the declaration of ſeme of pour 
own ſabiecs that hath ben here,the tommodious and aduan- 
tages of landing in theſe parts, where the expenſes beſtowed 
vpon the equippage of a Galliaſſe, ſhall bzing moze fruit to 
pour ſeruice, then ye map haue of ten vpon the Sea. And wee 
map aſſure pour Maieſtie, that haning once ſir thouſand men 
hare of pour owne with money, ve may lift here fo:ces of this 
Countrie, as freely as in Spaine, who will ferue pou no leſſe 
faithfullp then your owne naturall ſubiects. And albeit wee 
cannot without blame of pꝛelumption, giue your Paieſtie 
aduite in pour affaires there:alwaies in that,that map c6cern 
pour ſeruite hare, we may (peak moze frelie.as bring vpon Auge roof 
the place, and knowing by o2dinary erperience many things ;;... .; Seal 
bnknowne to any of pours that are not hare. The ouer late how to aſſa 
arriuall of your armie in our waters, toke from it comme this land 
ditie, to reſt it ſelfe in ſuch ſafetie,as it might haue done com; ercafter. 
ming ſoncr,by reaſon of the great winds that are o2dinarie 
here in harueſt as alſo lack of Pilots erperimented vpon the 
coaſts of Eng lind, Scotland. and Ireland,appetes to haue bꝛed 
great harme to the ſaid Armie, wherevnto we could hane re⸗ 
medied conterning Scotland. to haue ſent Pilots from this it 
it had liked your aieſtie to haue ſerued pour ſelf with them. | 
Likewiſe(ſaning better adviſe it ſeemes to ds altogether vn⸗ | 
p:ofitable to fetch the Armie by ſea it it may be cſchewed foz 
many cauſes: And amongſt others, decauſe ſuch as ſhall haue 
fighten by ſea, will be vnable,being wrarie to fight again by 
land againſt new foꝛtes: So the beſt ſhall be, to ſhift by one 
wap oꝛ other,fo2 ſparing of pour Men and vicuals, and ſa 
the Engliſh forces ſtaying bpon the ſea bnfonghten hall be 
dilapointed,+ ſhal not come in time to aſiſt them that ſbe il be 
Cu allaited 
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duice to the aſſanlted by Land.After,ſending here a part of pour ſoꝛtes⸗ 

g of Spaine befoze the other which ſhould goe the right wap to England, 
bis L1ad heres that ſecretly by d back of Ireland: Your Paicſtie ſhould com⸗ 
ter. 


pcil enemie to deuide their fozces, i it map be, ſhould cauſe 
them ſend p greateſt part here, which yer might make them 
belcue the greateſt part of pour foꝛces were arrined, at lcaſt 
ſhould cauſe them dilgarneis as much of England, 4 dꝛaw a 
great part of their foꝛces, which would reſiſt your landing + 
inbaſion on that coaſt. And we map well pꝛomiſe, that haning 


pain, & mo- here ſire thouſande of pour men, and mony to lene others 


to leuie a here, we ſhould within ſir houres after their arriuall be well 


ſix houres 
far in Eng- 


* — foward within England, to appꝛoch & aſſiſt the fozces which 


pour aieſtie ſhould canſe enter there. The knight William 
Sempil colonel, tan ſhew pour Maieſtie the whole, to whome 
wee remit. Alſo, wer haue w2it befoze t ſince his depart, our 
many ſuch aduiſes by . Robert Bruce, t᷑ canſed add2clle the 
ſame to mp Loꝛd Duke of Parme, to whome pour Maieſtie 
remitted vs from þ beginning in their affaires. And ſæing we 
hope your Maieſtie is dewlie aduertiſed ? infozmed, we will 
end the pꝛeſent, kiſſing moſt humbly pour Paicſties hand. 
Pꝛaping God with all our affection,to grant pou full accom- 
pliſhment of all pour holy enterpzifes. From Edinburgh this 
24.0f Januarie. 1589. 


Vour Majeſties moſt humble and affectioned 
Seruitours. G. Erle Huntlie, & cet. 
In name of the other Lords 
Catholikes in Scotland. 


A Letter directed from the Erle of Huntlie, to the Dulce 


of Parme, intercepted in /anwarie. &c. 


let⸗ 

P Lo2d,J haue recened from Iohn Cheſholme, the 
ters, it pleaſith your highneſſe to write, ö 1 3.of Detob, 

full of moſt Chziſtian affection to the weil of our cauſe: 4 — 


— — — — 
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the whiles, 7} gine pour Highneſſe moſt humble thanks. The * 
ſupply of ten thouſand Crowns ſent to that end, is rer eiued by h " 
M Robeit Bruce which ſhall not be cmploped but fo2 help of cons frod 
the moſt v2gent neceſſitte of the ſaid carie,as it hath pleaſed che D.of 
pour Highneſſe to direct. After the departure of Colonel Sem- Pare, 
pl. I haue found mp (clie ſo buſied on all hands, and p2efſed in 
ſuch ſoꝛt, by our hing it behoue th me to peeld to the ex reame 
diſficultie of time, and ſubcribe with his Paieſtie, not with | 
my heart, the confeſſion of their Faith: 02 otherwiſe, J had = diſſemble 
bene fozced immediately to haue departed the countrie, 02 to | — : 
haue taken the fields foz reſiſting his foꝛces, and ſuch as her gyicie, 
might haue dꝛawen aut of England to his aide, which J could 
not haue done, ſpectally then, when by the returning of pour 
armie in Spain, all hope of help was taken from vs: but if on 
the one part J haue failed, by the appꝛehenſion of dangers 
that thꝛeatned my ruine, J ſhall on the other part endeno2 my 
ſelfe to amend mp fault ( whereof J repent me with all mp 
heart) by ſome effec, tending to the weil  aduancement of 
the canſe of God, who hath put me in ſuch credit with his Pas 
geſtie, that ſince my comming to tourt, he hath b:oken his fo2- 
mer guards, ⁊ cauled me to eſtabliſh others about his perſon of ,,.,.., eg 
my men, by the meanes of whom t their captaines, who are bnmed guard 
alſo mine, } may euer be aiſter of his perſon: And pour ſup- about the kin 
pozt being ariued, ſpoile the Heretickes of his authozitie, to at his owne 
fo:tifie and aſſure our enterp2iſes : wherevpon J beſeech pour — - m 
Vighneſſe to lend me your aduiſe, i to aſſure pour ſelfe of my fon en 2 
bnchangeable affections in my ſoꝛmer reſolutions, albeit the caſion ſhall 
outward actions be fozced to confo2me themſelues ſometimes offer. 
to neceſſitie of our occaſions, as M. Robert Bruce will moꝛe 
amplie w:ite to your highneſle, to whom J remit me farther, 
Pꝛaping God, after Jhaue moſt humbly kiſt pour Pighneſſe 
hand, to gine yon accompliſhment of pour holie enterpꝛiſes. 
From Edinburgh the 24.0f Januarie. 1592. 

Your Hi ghneſle moſt humble and 

affectioned Scruitour, 
G. Eatle of Huntlie. 
Ci A 
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A Letter from the Earle of Errol, to the Duke of 
Parme, entercepted in Iunuarie, &c. 


P Lo2d, ſince God of late by the clere light of his holie 

Catholike faith, hath chaſed from my vnderſtanding. the 
darkneſſe of ignoꝛante 4 erro2,wherem I haue ben heretofoze 
nouriſhed: Jhave bene as ſone perſ waded in acknowledgirg 
of ſo great an effect of his dinine grace tomards me, that 3 
am chiefely obliged to pꝛoture, ſince J knew the enterpꝛiſes of 
his Paieſtie Catholike, your Highneſſe teyds p2incipally to 
that end, as allo to the aduancement of ſome cinill cauſe which 
bath very great affinitie, and conitiction with ours harre. That 
x mull teſtiſie by the pꝛeſent, the affection that à haue to the 
well of the one e the other, hauing euer befoze my tonuerſion 
bene one of the number of pour friends and ſeruitours fo2 the 
reſpect of the laſt, to the which, the firſt of Keligion, which is 
the greateſt and moſt impoztant that is in the wozld, being 
ioyned thereto J am alſo become altogether pours : which 1 
beſ&ch moſt humbly pour HPighneſſe cauſe be ſignified to his 
MPaieſtie Catholike,s to pzomiſe him in my behalfe, that har 
hath not in this Countrie a moꝛe affectioned ſeruant then J, 
neither pet pour Pighneſſe,as pe ſhall vnderftand moꝛe amply 
of my intention in perticular, by him by whome pour High⸗ 
neſſe ſhall receive this pꝛeſent. To whom after J haue moſt 
humbly kiſt your hand, 3 beſech the creato2, to giue pou the 
- arcompliſhment of pour holy deſires. From Edinburgh, this 
24 of Januarie. 15 89. 


Your Highneſſe moſt humble and 
molt affectioned Seruitour 
Francis Earle of Erroll. 
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A Letter from Robert Bruce, to Monſieur Franciſce 
Aguire E ſpaignell c. intercepted in Ianuarie, 
1589 written in French, and tranſla- 
ted as fallon eth. 


Onſieur de Aguirre, I haue receiued pour Letter, dated 

the ninth ol Nouember, wzitten from Antwerp, wherby 
J was glad to vnderſtand of pour arrival there : health, and 
that pe haue guided pour ſelfe ſo wiſelp in execution of all that 
I committed to pou. Your Paſter.who at mp requeſt halh gi⸗ 
ueu pou entertainement, hath given mee the like teſtimonie of 
your behauiour, and hath pzomiſed me by his Letters, to haue 
pou in the fauourable commendation J deſired, and to implop 
vou in god occaſions. It he ſend pou againe into theſe parts, 
be landed niere to Sevroun, where J p2ap pou enter ſecretly. 
and there pou ſhall be kept, while J map come 4 find pou, 4c. 


Thereſt of this Letter being ſee downe in obſcure termes, is 
to bee ſeene in the originall, 


A Letter from Robert Bruce to the Duke of Parme, inter- 
cepted inTanuarie, 158g. Lately before the Roade of 
the bridge of Die : written in French, and 
therefore tranſlated and ſet downe 
as followeth. 


Y Lo2d, Monſieur Cheſholme, arrived in this countris 

fine daies after his departing from thence,and with res 

quiſit difigence,comefo the Erle of Huntlie in his own honſe 
in Dunfermeling, where haning pꝛeſented to him your High⸗ 
nelle Letters, oł the 13. of October, he declared amply to him 
the 
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the credit giuen him in charge.confo:me to the tenour of the 
Letters fro:1 pour highnes:whercin they perceiued pour hie⸗ 
neſſe great humanitie 4 affection, to the aduancement of the 
gloꝛy of God in this countrie,with others conſolations moſt 
tonuenient, to moderate the dolour 4 diſpleaſure concciued 
| by the harts of the Catholikes, by reaſon of the ſuctes of pour 
| 10009 Armp, againſt their hope and erpecation.Aiſo, ſome daics 
| £ TT. thcreafter,as the commoditie offered to me to receiue the mo- 
Þ.of Parine, ny, the ſaid Cheſholme delivered to me ſir thonſand,two hun 
dy Bruce, tobe D2eth,thz&ſcozetwelue Crownes of the ſun, 1 thꝛte thonſand 
mployed for ſeauen hundꝛeth Spaniſh Piſtolets:And likewiſe hath caried 
— of himſelfe in all his actions ſince very wiſely, and as became 
Soll à man of God. Chieſely then, when vpon the ſuſpition concei- 
ned ok his ſo ſodain returning, the king ſent to take him, 3 ſhal 

behaue my ſelfe by the grace of God, in the kerping and di- 
ſtribution of the monep laſt ſent, and of that which reſt pet 
of the firſt ſomme, actoꝛding to pour highnefle pꝛeſcription, x 
as J onght to anſwere to God in conſcience, and to pour 
Highneſſe in credit, to the whole wo2ld in the reputation of 
an honeſt man: And ſhal manage it in ſuch ſo2t,that by p grace 
of God, ther ſhall be fruit made therof,pleaſing to pour highs 
neſſe.Jt is true, that J find, as al others would do, that wold 
take ſuch a charge here)my ſelfe foulded in great difficulties: 
Fo? on the one part, J am in great danger of the Hereticks, 
and of them of the faction of England, bp reaſon of the open 
pꝛofeſſton that J make of the Catholike Religion,and of the 
ſuſpition:that the laſt hath of my ſecret pzactiſes and dealing 
againſt them: On the other part, J haue much ado to mode- 
rate the appetite that ſome catholike lozds hath, to haue the 
money pzeſently,fo2 the hope which they giue ofſome pꝛeten⸗ 
ded occaſtons, that will neuer fall ont as they pꝛomiſe. The 
Carle of Huntlie, made inſtance to haue the third part of the 
ſumme which was ſent hether, as ſone as it was deliuered to 
me:but he hath not though, . no2 ſhall not hareafter except 
bpon god tokens. J haue apaid him in the meane time, 
with incrpugnable reaſons, wherof in the end he was coten- 
ted. J beſcech your highnes, by the firſt letter it Chal pleaſe pon 
ta 
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fo w2ite in theſe parts, to the Catholike Loꝛds, fo remoue an 
erro2 from th:&,who hath wzitten their in name of the rema- 
nent, that moues them to thinke,by reaſon they were the firſt 
that made offer of their ſerutce to the King Catholike, that all 
the monep that comes herre,ſhould be parted in th:&,4 am- 
mediatelp alter the arriuall thcreofdelincred to them, without 
giuing part to others, which beſide them are in great num- 
ber to the Bing Catholikes ſeruitce, and peurs,and alſo de- 
liberate to hazard after their power fo2 the adnancement of 
this canſe,as thep are, of whom the others. will not depend 
in any ſozt, in the accepting of the mcanes that comes from 
pour liberalitte, but acknowledge them as comming dixecly 
from pour Yighneſſe,to whom onelp they will be bound and 
obleiſt, and not to the other ther. Of the which, the Earle of 
Mortoun, hath hitherto contented himſelfe with reaſon: As al⸗ 
ſo the Carle of Hunrhie, hath ncuer ſhewen himſelfe ſabicc 
to money, but ſince he hath ben induced by the third, to wit, my 
Lo2d Claud hammiltoun his vnckle, who is ſomewhat cone- 
tous of gods, ę thought vnder ſuch pꝛetert to make his p2ofit. 
The ſaid Carle of Hunt lie, is tonſtrained to remain at Court, 
he is fallen fr6 his conſtancie in his ontward p2ofeſſion of the 
Catholike Religion, partly, fo2 haning loft all eſperance of 
pour ſuppoꝛt befoze the returning of the ſaide Cheſholme, be⸗ 
cauſe of his long ſtap there, partly by the perlwaſion of ſome 
pollitikes. partly to efchew the perills imminent to all them 
that cals themſelues Catholikes, partly to kepe himſelfe in 
the fanour of the king, who p2eſſed him greatly to ſubſcribe 

the Confcſſion of the Heretickes,and to league with England, 
But fo2 all this, his hart is no wiſe alienate from our cauſe:foz 
he hath the hart euer god,albeit he haue not ſuch vigoꝛ to per⸗ 
ſeuere, g exetute ſuch, as is requiſite in ſo great an enterpꝛiſe: 
but they may help ſhoſe defects, putting beſide him a man of 
tredit, reſolute to aſiſt him,. as we have aduiſed to do, ſince the 
Baron of Fentrie is put in ward by the Bing, in the te wne of 
Dundie: So that hee dare not goe out sf the poꝛtes ſhereof, 
vnder the paine of a great ſumme. while the eccafion may be 
offcred to depart the „ the time limited. — 
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by the Kings Commandement, am diſcharged to come nere 
the ſaid Carle:becauſe they haue attributed to the ſaid Lozd of 
Fentrie and me. his conſtancie in the Catholike Religion. and 
his abſence from court againſt the Kings will : His warding 
hath ſomewhat hindered our courſe, and permits mee not to 
mone him, as it hath pleaſed pou to command mee, e as J de- 
fire to diſpence the monep coniunaly with me: ſo that ſoz ſup» 
plying ofthe default of him, I haue aſſociat to the ſame end, a 
very honeſt man, e verp wiſe called Father William Creich- 
ton Jeſuiſt, who was kept ſome peres in the towne of Lun- 
don,afterhe was taken vpon the Sea, comming toward bs 
frem France, Likewiſe J ſhall help mp ſelfe by the pzudence of 
Dir lames Chetholme, eldeſt b2zother to the ſaid lolm, whe 
b:onght the money from pour highnes: J oz he is a man confi- 
dent,wiſe,and on dur part, ę very little ſuſpected Jn the mean 
time, the one part of the monep, is in the pꝛincipall houſe of 
my Loꝛd Leumeſton, a very Catholike Lo2d, the other here 
in Edenburg , in a bery ſure plate, to help as it ſhall niede the 
Loꝛds Catholikes, who will come berp ſone het her to rcſiſf 
the deſeines of them of the faction of England, who in the ſame 
time, are purpecſed to remaine at Court, with fo2ces to rule 
all things acco2ding to their fantaſie. As fo2 the like ſumme 
oꝛ greater, which pour Highneſſe pzomiſed ſhould be ſent he- 
ther: It were god in all enents,it were very ſone ſent, ſecret⸗ 
ly to help the netellitie that may fall out, and to cauſe things 
incline to our ſide. when they are in ballance,as there is great 
apparance they will bee, by the occaſion afo2eſaid : And incaſe 
that neteſſitie requires no diftribution, the ſaid ſumme ſhal be 
kept, and reſerued to better ' occaſions, oꝛ while the arrivall 


ke Spaniſh dk pour fo:ces in this Ile. Ther is ſuſpit ion. as alſo argamets, 
or ces ſhould p2obable inough, that Thomas Tyrie, who hath bzought here 


your highneſſe Letters to our king. hath not behaued himſclfe 
acco2ding to his dutie:oꝛ he hath actommodat himſelſe in his 
behamour, moꝛe after the affection of our chancellar (who is 
of the faction of England, and abuſes the credit hee hath with 
the king) noꝛ acco2ding to the Jnſfructons giuen him there. 
He hath not pꝛeſented noꝛ made mention to the king of _ 
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nell Sempilis Letter, whereof J harie canſed the copie to be gi 
nen to his Pateſtie by the Earle Bouthwell, as if it had bene 
fent to him within a letter of the ſaid Colonels to himſelſe, 
which he receined fro Thomas T vrie at his arriuall, who hath 
repozted to the ſaid Chancelo? all that Scigneur don Bernard:- 
on ſpake to him in Paris to the diſaduantage of the ſaid chan- 
cellar. Alſo hee hath repozted ta the king, that my L. Biſhop 
of Dumblane, being returned there, ſpake to pour highneſſe, : 
to others many things. to the great pꝛeiudite of his highnes: 
And it is belceued alſo, that h& is the cauſe of the ſuipition 
which is concencd of þ comming of the ſaid lohn Cheſholme, 


newly to the ſaid Biſhop. Poweuer it bre, the other repoꝛtes They compe 
afozeſaid, which he hath made,hath not ſerucdeto conciltat,but our King a- 
to alienate the affection of the King to the Chanceloz, 4 ma = le 


ny other Heretickes, from the ſaid Seigneur don Bernardion, 
the ſaid Biſhop, and Catholikes here, that hath had fo doe 
with them. As foz me albeit J ſpeak not willingly to the dil⸗ 
aduantage of any whatſocuer, chiefely of them whom 1 
haue recommended, as J did the ſaid Thomas Tyrie to the 
faid Don Bernardino, pet J will p2efcrre the light of the truth 
to men and would not in the concealing thereof, bzing pꝛeiu⸗ 
dice to publine weale, no2 to the fidelitie that we owe one to 
another and ſpectallp that we owe all to the king of Spome. 
pour highneſſe to whom J am pzeſently ſeruant pat / icularip 
addicted by the obligation of fine hundzeth crownes of fee, 
and fourtie ſoꝛ monthly entertainment. which it hath pleaſcd 
pour highnes to giue me frelp in name of the king of Spain, 
not being required on mp part. no2 other thing fo2 my partts 
cular to this pꝛeſent: by reaſon wherof Jam the moꝛe bound 
fo gine your highneſſe moſt humble thanks e to ende. uoꝛ mp 
fclfe fo deſerue by my moſt humble and faith'ull ſervices. as 
well the ſaid entertainment as the reconpenſe it ha h pleaſed 
pour hiqhneſſe to pꝛomiſe me of pour grace 4 fauour. C he ſaid 
gift of your libcralitie. came to me in god time, ſering by 
reaſon — the de nger of mp perſon it beheued me to augment 
my oꝛdinaiy tra:ne ©2 mp rrater ſurtetie which J was not 
able longer to haue yozne cut without help F oz ſrom all the 
Du Leids 
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Loꝛds of Scotland, J haue not detianed but a part onely of 5 
monep, which J ſpent traucling, foz the god of this cauſe in 
Spaine with his Maieſtie Catholik, # with pour highneſſe in 
the low countries. As fo2 the 400.Crowns,tmplopcd foꝛ the 
deliuerance of Colonel Sempill out of pꝛiſon J haue put it in 
compt with the remnant which J dil burſt of » firſt ſumme, 
acco2dingas it has pleaſed pour highneſſe to commaund me, 
The Erle of Mortoun to whome J haue ginen conſolation 
by wzit in P2eſoun, hath inſtantly pꝛaped me alſo by wait, 
to remember bis moſt affectioned ſeruice to your highncle, 
Finding himſelfe greatly honoured. by the care it pleaſid pot 
to haue of him. By yp grace of God, he is no moze in danger 
of his life by wap of juſtice; Jt not being poſſible to his ene⸗ 
mies to pꝛoue againſt him anp thing which they had ſuppoſed 
in his accaſativs:As alſo the kings affection not ſo far alienat 
from him, as it hath ben h&retofoze : And incaſe they would 
nop him, oꝛ þ it were p2eſetly requiſit fo the god of our cauſe 
fo deliuer him, we haue ener meanes to get him out of Pzj- 
ſon, g abides not in the meane time, but the Kings will tos 
ward his libertie,onelp to avoid all purſuit that they would 
make, it we deliuered him extraoꝛdinarily. When they offred 
him in the Kings name his libertie,if he would ſubſcribe the 
Confeſſion of the heretickes faith, he anſwered,he would not 
do it foꝛ the Kings crowne,no2 fo2 a hundꝛed thouſand liues, 
if he had them to loſe,and hath offered to confound the Þint- 
fries by publike diſputatiõ J hall ſolicit the loꝛds his friends 
to pꝛocure of the King, his liberfte very ſone: Foz he impoꝛts 
moꝛe the god of our tauſe, noꝛ any of the reſt, by reafon of his 
fozces which are n&re England, and the pꝛintipall towne of 
Scotland, and the oꝛdinarie reſidence of our King, As alſo har 
is the Loꝛd the moſt reſolute, conſtant, and of greateſt execu⸗ 
tion of any of the Catholikes. It is no ſmall meruaile conſi · 
dering the meanes the heretickes hath to harme vs, and their 
woꝛldly wit ſo far paſſing ours. and their euill will and in⸗ 
tention againſt vs that wee ſubſiſt. Tre wlie. we cannot but 
attribute the effect therof to God, who(then when the certain 
newes of the returning ol the Armie of Spain by the back of 


Ireland, 
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Ireland, were diſperſed thzough this countrie,e the Deretikes 
of the faction of England triumphed,and the tonſtancie in the 
outward pꝛofeſſion of the Earle of Huntlie, and others was 
bꝛought) cauſed the Earle of Angus to die, who was chiefe of 
the Engliſh faction, z the ſelfe ſame time ended ſome diſcenti⸗ 
on amongſt the heretikes, by reaſon of ſome offices, that ſome 
pꝛetended to vſurpe aboue others at Court, and by the inſtant 
pꝛapers and holy perſ waſions ol two fathers Zeſuiſts, con- 
uerted to our holy faith, two Hereticke Carles of the firſt of 
authoꝛitie and power amongſt them, the one whereof is cal⸗ 
led the Carle of Erroll, conſtable of Scotland, conuerted by fa- 
ther Edmond Hay. The other called the Carle of Craufurde, 
conuerted by the ſaid father William Chreichton. Thep are 
both able and wiſe young Lo2ds, and moſt deſirous to ad- 
uance the Catholike faith, and your enterp2iſes in this Jle, 
which they are deliberate to teſtiſie fo his Paieſtie Catholike, 
and pour Highneſſe by their own letters, which bp the grace 
of god, J ſhal ſend by the firſt commoditie. In the meane time, 
they haue required me to make pon offer of their moſt humble 
and moſt affcctioned ſernice,p2zomiſing to follow what ſome e- 
uer the ſaid Jeſuiſts and J ſhall thinke god to be done, foz the 


conuerſation of the Catholikes, t to diſpoſe and facilitat the Theleſaifts 
erecution of pour enterp2iſcs here, which they map doe moze and Prictts c 


eaſclie,no2 they that areknowen to be Catholickes,whoſe as 
ctions are euer ſuſpitious to the heretickes fo2 their Religion, 
wherof the two Carles hath not pet made outward p:ofeſſis; 
bat in that as in the reſt,they ſubmit themſelues to your wil, x 
to that we find moſt expedient. The ſaid Fathers of that com- 
panie, makes great fruit in Scotland, and ſo ſone as one 
L. 02d o2 other pcrſon of impoztance is connerted by them, 
they diſpoſe and incline in the very meane time their affecti- 
on to the ſernice of the King ok Spain, t your Highnes as a 
thing inſeperable tonioyned w the aduancement of the true 
Religion in this conntric. Af J had commandement of your 
Higbneſſe, Y would gine the ſome litle Almons in your name 
to help them o2 any others, whereof foure are alſo Jeſuiſts, 
t theother foure are ſeminarie _ of ang 
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in Lorane, which are all the Eccleffaffickes, that pꝛodute ſo 
great ſpirituall fruit in Scotland. and bꝛings ty pou great aug · 
mentation of pour friends and ſeruants here. After the part- 
ing of Colonel! Sempill from this, the Loꝛos ſent Letters 
with the ſaid father Chreichton tz other Gentlemen, aſter the 
armie of Spain, to tauſe the land in this countrie,but they had 
taken the wap to Spain few bates befoze their arrinall at the 
Iles, wher they refreſhedthemſelues:ſo that it was not poſſi» 
ble fo2 them to attend on it. Thep of this countrie, that are of 
the faction of England, were in a merualous feare, during the 
incertitude of the landing of the ſaid Armie,+ confeſſes plains 
w, ik they had landed herre they had ben all vtterly wzakked, 
The Earle Boichwell,who is Admirall of Scotland, t as ʒea · 
tons a Lo2d as any is in the countrie albeit he make pꝛolelli- 
on of the new Religion, vet is he very deſirous to aſiſt vou as 
gainſt England, hauing leuied and trained all this Sommer, 
(vnder pꝛetence to go toward the Jles) ſome troupes of men 
of war, which together with his foꝛces o2dinarics ſhould haus 
toyned with pours if they had come hether. He ſuffers himſclf 
to be peaceably guided by me, notwithſtanding the diner ſitie 
of our religion, hath oftentimes ſaid, that if the Catholikes 
would giue him ſurctie to poſſeſſe after the reſtitution of the 
Catholiks religion, two Abbaies, which he hath ther he ſhuld 
even pꝛeſently be altogether one of ours. He intends to ſend 
the Colonell Halkerſton, to actompanie certaine Captaines 
and Gentlemen of Spain. g almoſt ſoure hundzeth ſouldiers, 
all ſaif from the Naufrege in our les. And becauſe they 
are in great neceſcitie, he is purpoſed to furniſh them with 
Ships, victuals 4 other things neceſſarie to teſtiſte therbp to 
the Ning of Spam, the affection he has to doe him moſt hum⸗ 
ble and afectioned ſcruite: Ind if we think it god, has offes 
red himſeife to gor cut of the Countrie, and fo-goe offer him⸗ 
ſcife to your Highnes in py low Countries. + by pour aduiſe 
thereafter,doe plike to his Maieſtie Catholike in pam. But 
herevpon we ſhal adviſe vpon Þ moſt erpedient:3Jf we may 
alwaics be aſſured of him, he will be as pꝛofitable fo? the 
weill of our cauic,as any Lozd in. Scotland: Foz he hag great 
de, cn# 
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dependance about this towne,which is the pꝛincipal of Scot- 
land, as alſo,vpon the fronterris of Eng land. He has offered to 
maintaine and defend mee againſt all that would attempt as 
gainſt mee Me haue choſen fo2 euerp catholike Loꝛd, a gen⸗ 
tleman of the wiſeſt 4 faithfull Catholikes, ꝛ beloued of their 
friends, to ſerue them of a Counſail, + to conuene at all oc⸗ 
taſions, to reſolue the moſt expedient that may concerne the 
weill of our tauſe, actozding to the will 4 intention of their 
Loꝛds, which hath bound themſelnes, to appꝛoue t execute 
their reſolutions,4 no waies to contrarie the ſame: And by 
that meanes, we hope fo pꝛoced with greater ſafetie 4 effect, 
than we haue done herretofoꝛe Alwaies they ſhall know nos 
thing of our intelligences there, noꝛ our finall intentions, but 
acco2ding to the exigence of the affaires ſhalbe in hand, s that 
ſuperficiallp, and without diſconering our ſelues ouer farre. 
Pour Highneſſe ſhall bnderſtand by þ particular letters of 
the Lozds, Þ which reſts to be ſaid to pou by their pꝛeſttis: 
By reaſon wherof,J will make an end, moſt humbly kiſſing 
pour Highneſſe hands: And pꝛay to God to giue you all the 
god hope & felicitie pee deſire, From Edinburgh, the 24. of 
Hanuaric, I 539, 


Your Highneſle moſt humble and 
molt affectioned ſeruitour, 
Robert Bruce. 


